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great disadvantages, and shall not blame the critics
if they make a note of it."

On the 18th of February, he wrote to Fields:
"The 'Tent' looks well; I like thy part of
it. Mine, I see, needs some corrections and emen-
dations. But if, as the ' Transcript' says, you
have been foolish enough to print ten thousand
copies, there will never be a chance for that.
It will never come to a second edition. I hope
there is some mistake about it; I should not
like to see your shelves loaded down with unsold
verses."

The event proved that there was no occasion for
anxiety; for twenty thousand copies of the book
were speedily sold, being called for at the rate of
one thousand a day. On the 28th of February,
Mr. Whittier wrote: " I got thy note last evening.
Think of "bagging in this ' tent' of ours an unsus-
pecting public at the rate of a thousand a day!
This will never do. The swindle is awful. Bar-
num is a saint to us. I am bowed with a sense of
guilt, ashamed to look an honest man in the face.
But Nemesis is on our track; somebody will
puncture our ' tent' yet, and it will collapse like
a torn balloon. I know I shall have to catch it ;
my back tingles in anticipation. If a promise of
never doing such a thing again would avail, I am
more than ready to make it. ... I thank thee
for H. "W. L.'s note, and thank him for his kind
word and invitation. I would accept the last if I
were in a bodily condition to do it."

Mr. E. L. Godkin,  editor of the  "Nation,''